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NEWSLETTER   OCTOBER 2017 

From the President 
 Since taking on the role of President in July I have been taking a digital tour of the various U3A 

groups here in WA prior to visiting as many as I can over the next few months. I have been highly 

impressed by the variety of activities and the enthusiasm of so many of our members in promoting 

the ideal of U3A in their local communities. 

Clearly the groups vary in size and range of activities and courses but in each case the members can 

benefit from both the social and intellectual pursuits. 

 Many of you have already taken up the challenge of updating constitutions to comply with current 

legislation which became law in July 2016. All incorporated Not for Profit groups need to attend to 

this by July 2019. The State U3A Network , as an incorporated body, is also currently modifying its 

rules to be compliant. 

A new website is now up and running for the WA network. The address is 

https://u3anetworkwa.org.au/ and webmaster is Jean Duff. I would like to see more use made of the 

site by groups contributing news and smaller groups who do not currently have a web presence can 

make use of this site and the Facebook page  for communication and publicity. Advice of any 

corrections and updates should be directed to Jean. 

The former Google site is still up but will be taken down and the address directed to the new site. 

The State Conference in 2018 will be held in Mandurah and planning is now well advanced. I 

welcome as many groups as possible to come along and join the fun. 

                                                                                                                         Peter Alcock 

 

  

 

 

 

The sun did not shine. 

It was too wet to play. 

So we sat in our homes. 

FROM THE EDITOR, Peter Flanigan 

Many thanks to those who contributed. I loved the Margaret River “Hat Party” and 

what Mandurah have been doing is quite remarkable. If your group is not 

represented then you know what to do next time which will be mid April 2018. 

https://u3anetworkwa.org.au/


2 
 

The sun did not shine. 

It was too wet to play. 

So we sat in our homes. 

Many cold, cold wet days. 

Too wet to go out 

And too cold to play ball. 

So we sat in our homes. 

We did nothing at all. 

So all we could do was to 

Sit! Sit! Sit! Sit! 

And we did not like it. 

Not one little bit. 

And then  

Something went BUMP! 

How that bump made us jump! 

We looked! 

And we saw her! 

The Cat in the Hat!  

  

 

And she said to us, 

“Why do you sit there like that? 

 

I know it is wet  

And the sun is not sunny 

But we can have  

Lots of good fun that is funny! 

A party!” 

She said “is needed, that’s clear. 

 

So let us begin 

With some wine for good cheer. 

Let’s sing silly songs 

And wear funny hats 

Read poems we have written 

Tell jokes that aren’t flat 

Let’s eat and make merry 

And have a good laugh 
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For winter isn’t yet over by half.” 

So a party we had. 

We wore funny hats. 

 

 

We recited and joked 

And sang and had chats 

 

 

We had fun that was funny. 

The Cat ran the show. 

And we all felt much warmer 

When the time came to go. 

We went back to our homes 

On that cold, cold wet day 

And we thought to ourselves 

IT IS GOOD FUN TO PLAY! 

  

 

 

  

 And we know how to do it 

Although we are oldish 

And we’ll do it again 

When the weather is coldish! 

(With apologies to Dr Seuss!) 

U3A Margaret River’s Wet July Party 

Put together by Peta Goodwin. 
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GERALDTON NEWS from Delys Weller  

  

Geraldton U3A visited the Bluff Point Lighthouse Cottage. 

In the early years of settlement, a light in the lighthouse tower lined up with a 

 light on the Bluff Point shore to guide shipping into Champion Bay. 

Followed by tea and scones in the cottage......... 

 

 

Rosemary and I were very cordially received at a meeting during a trip to Geraldton in 

September. Thank you Geraldton U3A. (We won’t mention the power point presentation after 

the power went off!)  Keep up the good work.     Editor 
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MANDURAH: MILESTONES and 

MEMORIES 

 
On 29th August 2017, Mandurah U3A put on two sell out performances about the history of 

Mandurah at the Fish Trap Theatre. The morning show was opened by Mayor VERGONE 

and the evening one by Minister for Culture and the Arts, David Templeman. 

5 Schools.   Preparation began in May with 5 local schools involved. Students started 

constructing models of old cottages, fish canneries, flour mills and bridges to be placed on a 

huge floor map to show the build up of infrastructure through the years. Another school 

provided a video of indigenous dancing.  

Pioneer families.  Many pioneer families also contributed artefacts and documents.  The 

Community museum and many groups played a part. 

Photographs and Power Point.  A display of 20 framed historic photographs augmented the 

colourful Power Point slide performance and script created by U3A member David Smeeton, 

with co-ordination of the project by Sheila Twine. 

Repeat.   Such was the success and support for the venture, that a repeat performance has 

been set by Mandurah Performing Arts Centre (MPAC) for Wednesday, 17th January for an 

afternoon show from 2pm to 4pm.  Tickets at the MPAC box office or on line for only $15 

which includes refreshments. 

As it is set in holiday time, we hope lots of metro and country U3A members will be able to 

come and enjoy this visual history of Mandurah.  Looking forward to seeing you there. 

 

Dr Sheila Twine,  0417357352 

 

```````  
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U3A North Coast....And All That Jazz 

What a treat it was recently when Dixie 

Kidd (pictured here with Nigel 

Ridgway) spoke to U3A North Coast 

on “The Origins and Some History of 

Traditional Jazz”. Dixie who hails from 

England has an extensive knowledge 

of jazz and one of the largest 

collections of traditional jazz music in 

the state. Nigel, who assisted him, is a 

musician who has played lots of jazz 

and has worked with Dixie since 1983. 

Dixie took us through the development 

of jazz from its origins in the southern 

states of America in the 1700s to the 

modern rap music. He explained the 

influences of African music on early 

gospel music and how music of the 

Creoles and dance music from France 

was listened to by the Negroes and 

incorporated into their own music. The 

original Dixieland Jazz band in 1917 

made the first known recording of 

traditional jazz music, “The Tiger Rag”. 

The Mississippi River Boats had bands 

as this music started to spread. People 

such as Louis Armstrong who played 

Congratulations to Mandurah 

U3A for an outstanding 

community project with so many 

people involved. 

Editor 
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trumpet became household names as 

did Mahalia Jackson and Acker Bilk.  

After World War II there were new 

bands developing in New Orleans, and 

skiffle bands started up in England. As 

performers such as The Beatles and 

Elvis Presley became popular Trad 

Jazz became less popular and now 

Rap music has developed. However 

many people still love to hear Trad 

Jazz and Dixie has his own band here 

in Perth – the Storyville Jazzband. 

Dixie’s talk was punctuated with 

musical excerpts to illustrate the 

development of the music. Those 

listening were toe-tapping and smiling 

as they recognised tunes and 

performers. Thanks to Dixie the U3A 

members were informed and delighted 

with the presentation. 

 

 

 

      Dixie Kidd and Nigel Ridgway 

 

       

       Members of North Coast (Hamersley) on a wine and beer tasting tour in the Swan Valley. 

University of the Third Age, North Coast meets each Friday at 11.30 am and 1.15 pm at the 

Stirling Community Centre, Belvedere Road,  Hamersley. Contact numbers are 94091412 and 

0401 358026.            Visitors are welcome.                             June Barns 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our readers.
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