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NETWORK WA 

NEWSLETTER 
APRIL                                        2021 

 

THE NEW WA MUSEUM OPENS 

 

The new museum in Northbridge 

The new WA Museum is now well and truly open for inspection and what a 

marvellous addition to Perth and WA’s cultural life it is proving to be. WA has seen 

nothing like it before. Tours for U3A groups are highly recommended. Bookings are 

essential. It is probable that  several visits will be needed  to really appreciate the 

breadth and quality of the displays.  
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Rockingham U3A 

Rockingham U3A enjoyed a social gathering for Christmas at our meeting hall. It was 

a time for much chatter and laughter and sadly our last time to be with our member 

Jean Barnes who passed away two weeks later. December was a sad time for us as, 

in December, we also lost Ann Minissale another long -time member. 

Our start to 2021 was delayed by the Covid lock down and so we had a very good 

turn out for our first meeting of the year with the guest speaker being Professor 

David Kennedy  speaking about “The Baths of Caracalla”. Last meeting we enjoyed 

Dr Bob Mead who explained the use of DNA in solving cold case crimes.  I have 

done our DNA through ancestry.com so am waiting with baited breath to see if I get 

linked to an unknown criminal. 

 

 

 

Our member, John Macdonald is going to present to our group on the “Culloden 

Field “ on the 275th anniversary of the Battle of Culloden – April 16th . This promises 

to be a most interesting talk as John is passionate about Scotland’s history.  

John Macdonald has organised an outing for our region to the Observatory at Bickley 

with lunch at the Mundaring Hotel and a visit to Napoli Mercato - a specialty Italian 

grocer - on the way home. John has assured us they have a great range of cheeses 

for us to experience.  
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Our various small group activities have all started the year enthusiastically and 

appeal to members with varied interests – from history to mah-jong or literary 

discussion to reading the menu while at lunch – there’s something for most 

members. 

We look forward to an uninterrupted 2021. 

        Colleen Hardie 

 

From the Network President, Peter Alcock 
 

U3A Groups around the State resumed with normal programmes and courses after a 

disrupted 2020 which is great to see. Despite the disruption, many members were 

able to make good use of the time, learning new ways of communicating. 

The WA Network continues to make available the Zoom platform which is available 

to those member groups who want to make use of it with no time restrictions. The 

Committee has continued to use the system for their meetings. 

 

Bunty Paramor with President,Peter Alcock,  at Margaret River 

 

 The publicity subsidy offered to groups last year has been taken up by U3A 

Armadale, U3A Online and U3A Perth for assistance with costs of brochures, radio 
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advertising and other publicity initiatives. The feedback we get should provide some 

data on the most effective advertising.  

I have had some encouraging moves to start a group in Yanchep so watch this 

space! 

 Our new brochure is now available, and a small number have been printed and 

handed around at Margaret River U3A.  I have just returned from a visit to the 

Margaret River Group, presenting at their monthly lecture series and was warmly 

welcomed by members. This was an opportunity for me to speak on the 

extraordinary life of one of my heroes, George Hubert Wilkins, a South Australian 

with a remarkable international legacy but who has been barely recognised in 

Australia. 

I welcome Albany back as members of the State Network. Formerly a strong 

presence in Albany, membership has waned over the years but under new chairman 

Greg Woodward we look forward to strong growth. 

 At Manjimup I had been looking forward to working with Terry Redmond on some 

publicity for U3A in that area but with a change in political representation we may 

need to start afresh with the new local member. 

 

 
 

Network Vice-President, Sheila Shenton and Greg Woodward from Albany U3A 
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Murdoch University Comes to Jenny Cox 

 

Jenny Cox with the Chancellor of Murdoch University, Gary Smith 

 

On Tuesday, 16 March 2021, Mr Gary Smith, the Chancellor of Murdoch University, 
travelled to the Shoalwater home of U3A member Jennie Cox to personally confer 
her latest achievement – another degree, this time a Bachelor of Arts in Indigenous 
Studies!  Her previous degrees are a Bachelor of Nursing and post graduate studies 
in Clinical Nursing. 
 
Jennie  was unable to attend the regular graduation ceremonies at the RAC Arena.  
Due to her outstanding achievement at the incredible age of 81 years, the university 
thought it would be a wonderful moment if the Chancellor could travel to her home 
and give her the graduation she would otherwise have missed. 
 
To Jennie's astonishment, many people arrived at her home to share her 
achievement.  In addition to the Chancellor, other people who attended included 
Professor Andrew Taggart, who stood in for the Vice Chancellor, other Murdoch staff, 
Deb Hamblin, the Deputy Mayor of Rockingham, the local newspaper, members of 
Rockingham U3A, the U3A Film Crew, and many family members and friends all 
witnessed a beautiful ceremony on a beautiful day in Jennie's front garden.   
 
Jennie is a fervent supporter of lifelong learning, and her latest achievement richly 
demonstrates her passion.  She surprised everyone when she hinted there might yet 
be a Masters degree somewhere in the future! (From Janice Bowra, also included in 
the U3AAA Bulletin) 
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NEWS FROM BUXTON U3A, UK 

Sue Vernon from Buxton U3A in the UK has been in touch again a few weeks ago. 

Good to hear from you and we hope your lockdown is short and you have no more 

cases. As you’ve probably heard the UK is in lockdown again. The schools are shut 

and only essential shops are open.  The good news is that the vaccine programme 

seems successful; people over 80 are currently being vaccinated and also key 

workers. The bad news is that we are affected by different Covid variants and now 

there is intense testing of people living in areas affected by the South African 

variants.  It’s hard to know when it will all end but vaccination does seem to offer 

hope that by summer we’ll see life returning to some kind of normality. 

We’ve had several snow falls over the last few weeks but there are some signs of 

spring with the daffodils and crocuses peeking out.  

 

A wintry scene near Buxton with Solomon’s Temple in the distance 

We’ve now left the EU and not entirely sure how that will work out. At one point some 

Scottish fishermen were upset at the new arrangements and threatening to dump 

their catch outside the Prime Minister's residence!  

At our U3A we’re getting used to online meetings and talks. I’ve started a course in 

how to research family history and discovered an uncle I was totally unaware of! We 

had such an interesting talk at our general meeting about how Shakespeare 

published his work ‘Reading Shakespeare Hot off the Press’  from Professor Emma 
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Smith  of Oxford University. Our next talk is ‘Witches in History’ from Professor 

Susanne Kord, University College London.   

Can I make a suggestion? There is a National u3a day planned for Wednesday 02nd 

June. We are aiming to have online speakers throughout the day via Zoom. Do you 

think anyone would be interested in joining in to listen to a talk & perhaps have a 

chat & coffee (or a cheeky Margaret River wine) afterwards? We could make it in the 

morning to fit in with the time difference. 

We heard today about the bush fires. Are you affected at all? We sincerely hope you 

all keep safe and well and will be thinking of you.  

       All the best     Sue Vernon 

 

CANNING RIVER U3A  VISIT THE WA MUSEUM 

Jos Walker arranged for a group of 12 members from Canning River Region to visit 
the WA Museum on Monday 15th March. Our Maxi Taxi arrived promptly at St. 
Augustine's' car park, at  12.15 to transport members to the Museum. On arrival at 
the Museum, Peter Browne, our ‘Photographer Extraordinaire’, initiated the visit with 
group photos while waiting for two more members travelling via Transperth. 

 

Members of Canning River U3A pose outside the museum 



8 
 

At 1pm, we assembled to be met by our excellent tour guide, Neil. His knowledge 
and anecdotal stories of areas visited were very informative and imparted with 
humour! 

Of special interest were: the ‘Old Grapevine’ in the courtyard, which (incidentally) is 
the oldest grapevine in Australia; the Old  Perth Gaol and, probably the highlight 
exhibit, is ‘The Seven Sisters’ - WA's First Nation's people’s Dreaming story. 
Unfortunately the Blue Whale was not available for viewing on this occasion, due to 
room being used for a conference. 

The Highlight Tour can be recommended for those on a first time visit. Booking is 
required up to 15 people @ $8 for Concession holders. Peter Browne also has a 
great ‘photographic diary‘ of the visit. This visit has whetted the appetite of all who 
attended for a return visit. 

Following the tour, we took a short stroll to Epoch Café, which is attached to the 
Museum on Beaufort Street, where we had booked a table for lunch. 

         Bevan Sharp 
 
 

RICHARD OFFEN – MAN OF MANY PARTS 

 
After working in education for a number of years, Richard Offen joined the staff of the 
UK National Trust in 1989 and from 1992 until 2003 was responsible for the Trust’s 
famous Neptune Coastline Campaign. Under his direction the campaign raised over 
£28 million, enabling the Trust to buy and protect nearly one hundred miles of the 
spectacular British coastline.  

 
 
Richard has wide experience of heritage 
matters around the world. During his time 
with the Trust, he spent time with a number 
of organisations, including Eco Mediterranea 
(Spain), the Maltese National Trust, Italian 
National Trust and the Czech Union for 
Nature Conservation, advising them on 
conservation strategies and fundraising. For 
over 10 years Richard was also a visiting 
lecturer for the Birmingham University 
Masters’ Degree in Heritage Management. 
He was also a long-term member of the 
Canterbury Diocesan Advisory Committee 
for the Care of Churches, which is a statutory 
committee providing conservation advice at 

diocesan level, in relation to church buildings and their contents.  
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During a six-month sabbatical in 2001, Richard worked on secondment to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in Washington DC and spent time 
on an exchange programme with the Historic Houses Trust of New South Wales and 
the National Trust in Australia (WA) in Perth.  
 

In 1999, he wrote and presented a 55 minute documentary video, Neptune’s Legacy, 

which charts the history of the UK National Trust’s most successful campaign. 

Richard was co-author of three National Trust coffee-table books, ‘Coast’, 

‘Countryside’ and ‘The Living Coast’. He also and wrote the extended captions for a 

book of aerial photographs of the British coast entitled ‘Coastline UK’.   More 

recently, Richard has written the Perth editions of Pavilion Books’ very popular series 

‘Then and Now’ and ‘Lost Perth’.   ‘Perth Then and Now’ has the distinction of 

requiring a reprint before it hit the bookshop shelves and is now on the Australian 

‘best seller’ list having sold over 12,000 copies to date (it is currently in its third 

reprint). Lost Perth has also now joined its companion of the Australian ‘best seller’ 

list.  

 
 

Richard Offen receiving a token of appreciation from Elizabeth Brennan after a talk 

at North Coast U3A 

 
In 2017, after twelve years in the post of Executive Director of Heritage Perth, 
Richard retired, but during that period gained great popularity as a lecturer and 
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broadcaster on both radio and television.   He is probably best known in Perth for his 
Monday morning history spot on the 720 ABC Breakfast Show with the late, much 
missed Eoin Cameron.   In retirement, Richard has written a centenary History of St 
Mary’s Anglican Girls School and is currently commissioned to write another book for 
Pavilion, which is planned for publication in late 2022. He also continues his radio 
broadcasting, offers heritage consultancy services, is a Councillor on the Heritage 
Council of Western Australia and is President of the Friends of the Battye Library. 
 
As a mark of recognition for his work in promoting heritage to a wide audience, 
Richard was honoured by the WA Heritage Council in their 2014 Heritage Awards, 
winning the ‘Outstanding Contribution to Heritage by a Professional in the Heritage 
Industry’ category. 
 
Richard's other interests include bell ringing, playing the piano (badly, he claims!), 

calligraphy, reading, gardening and travel. 

FIVE MINUTE TALKS 

On the 26 March at U3A North Coast (Hamersley) chairs were arranged in a double 

circle. On each chair was a small Easter egg. “I hope nobody sits on one of these”, 

one of our members said. (At the end it was clear that somebody had done just that!) 

Playing on the screen was a series of photographs of U3A activities taken over 

several years by Peter Alcock . Many of us were on display, mercifully briefly in most 

cases.  

 

Members were treated to a fascinatingly diverse set of short talks. An afternoon tea 

including hot cross buns followed. 
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The session proper consisted of short talks by members on any topic of their 

choosing. There were many who passed the microphone along but, as has always 

happened in the past, there were enough speakers to fill up the hour. Topics 

included The four types of joke, with examples, the École nationale d'administration  

(ENA - the elite school that trains most of France’s top officials set up by De Gaulle), 

Soroptimists International, how executions were carried out in Halifax, England in the 

16th century, three reasons never to be unhappy, Irish immigrants in the 

Woolongong-Nowra area on NSW in the 19th and early 20th century, a lifetime spent 

as a meteorologist in many parts of the world, American author Harper Lee and her 

novel To Kill a Mockingbird,   the writings of CS Lewis, the invention of insulin 

injections as a cure for diabetes 100 years ago in Canada and the discovery of the 

wreck of the Gilt Dragon on the WA coast with some 78,000 silver coins and a load 

of ivory. A jug copied from one of those found in the wreck was passed around. 

 

HISTORICAL BYWAYS 

 Two interesting if quite unrelated points were raised by other members during the 

talks – Bellarmine jugs and Oliver Cromwell’s head. 

 

 

Bellarmine jugs or pots were stoneware vessels 

that were made in Germany and other places in northern Europe and that were quite 

common in the16th and 17thcenturies. They could be used to transport fluids or, the 

 

 

 

Bellarmine jug – 

similar to one found 

at the wreck of the 

Gilt Dragon off the 

WA coast 
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smaller variety, as drinking vessels. The face was reputedly that of Cardinal 

Bellarmine of Rome – a much hated figure in protestant northern Europe (the same 

Cardinal Bellarmine who was part of the Inquisition when Galileo was forced  to 

recant his teachings about the earth going around the sun in 1633). The tale that  

sailors hated him because he tried to ban alcohol on ships and took delight in 

dribbling their rum down his beard may be apocryphal but it makes a good story. 

 

The Cromwell’s head saga is somewhat more gruesome. Oliver Cromwell died in 

1658 and his son Richard was appointed Lord  Protector. Within a short time he had 

been deposed and the monarchy under Charles II restored. All those who had taken 

part in the execution of Charles I were condemned to death as regicides. Cromwell 

was already dead and interred in Westminster Abbey. He was disinterred and, with 

two others who had also been dug up, publically hanged. Their heads were then 

removed and placed on poles at Westminster Hall  where they stayed for over twenty 

years. 

Cromwell’s head was blown down in a storm and removed. There was a reward for it 

but the new owner did not come forward. Ultimately it was sold and passed through 

a number of hands until it finished up with a Horace Wilkinson who ultimately 

donated it to Sydney Sussex College at Cambridge University (where Cromwell had 

been a student) where it remained locked away until the 1960’s. There were various 

stories and claims that the head was fake. Other contenders for the genuine article 

came forward but were dismissed. Finally the head was buried in a secret location at 

the College. (From Wikipedia} 

Oliver Cromwell’s 

Head.  

It was removed after 

he was disinterred 

and hanged. It was 

then stuck on a spike. 
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U3A Armadale  

After a successful end of year lunch in which 63 members attended a luncheon at 

the Roleystone Country Club, the committee worked during the Christmas break to 

get courses and speakers organised for 2021. Everything was set and we were all 

looking forward to meeting together and joining in the various activities. The 

newsletter was sent out outlining our program, web page updated, and new 

technology tested. What could possibly go wrong?! 

With only 3 days to go to our first meeting, Perth, Peel, and the South West went into 

complete Covid lockdown and everything we had organised had to be cancelled, 

members notified, and speakers put on hold. This showed us all just how flexible we 

are and how we can adapt to the varying circumstances. 

Fortunately, the lock down did not last long and soon we were up and running. This 

year is proving to be busy and exciting. We were lucky to successfully apply to the 

Armadale Council    for a Covid-19 grant, which the council was giving out to 

encourage community groups to promote their groups and get the public aware of 

their activities.  

 

Richard Offen addresses Armadale U3A members 

At the same time, the U3A WA Network gave Armadale U3A a $300 grant to go 

towards promotional material.  

Armadale is now on track to hold an open morning on 6th July, at the Evelyn Gribble 

Community Hall. Preparations are being made; The Mayor of Armadale has agreed 
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to open our promotional morning, along with Richard Offen who will give us a talk on 

Heroes, Villains & Vagabonds. Subgroups will be talking about what they do and 

how often they meet, and a generous morning tea will be offered.  

We chose the 6th July as it was a normal general members meeting, so we felt it 

would show case what we do and give all our members the opportunity to be 

involved. 

To date, we have a membership of 84 but aim to get back to 100 which is where we 

were before Covid last year. 

     Sheila Shenton – President – U3A Armadale 

      

FROM THE EDITOR 

Sue Vernon, whose February email appears earlier in the newsletter has written 

again to see if anyone would like to join by Zoom with UK members on 3rd June. 

It's a few months away but I'm coming back to you about U3A Day in the UK on Wed 2nd 
June. We have 2 talks booked  
0930-1030 GMT Camilla Nichol, Chief Executive UK Antarctic Heritage Trust  'A two 
hundred-year Antarctic adventure: a short History of Humans in Antarctica'  
1900-2000 GMT Dr Rod Ashton (retired GP) ''What happens to history when our leaders 
are mad or ill'  

I have pointed out that the second talk would be at 2am our time but there may be 

some night owls around.  Please contact me on u3apeteraa@bigpond.com if you are 

interested and arrangements can be furthered. The initial contact with Sue was when 

she joined a Zoom meeting run by North Coast last year. 

Richard Offen will be well known to a great number of U3A members in the 
metropolitan area through his many talks on a wide variety of subjects. So well 
known in fact that he rarely gets a proper introduction. Hence the full biography 
included in this edition. 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this newsletter including 
Rosemary who does the proof-reading. If your group was not 
mentioned, perhaps you can make it next time. Photos and stories 
will always be welcome. The next issue will be in late July with a 
deadline of July 15. 

     Peter Flanigan 

mailto:u3apeteraa@bigpond.com

